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Blast Communication 

 

Georgia Preteen Vaccine Awareness Week 

March 13-19, 2016 

 

The purpose of Georgia Preteen Vaccine Awareness Week is to help raise awareness and encourage preteens to 

make smart, healthy choices including defending themselves against vaccine-preventable diseases. It is very 

important for health care providers treating adolescents to take advantage of every contact and office visit. No matter 

the reason for the office visit (e.g., acute care, chronic illness, camp or sports physicals, or any other visit type), each 

should become an opportunity to review an adolescent’s vaccination status and provide needed immunizations. 

 

It is also an opportunity to raise awareness regarding Georgia’s vaccine requirements for incoming seventh-grade 

students.  

 

The American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC currently recommends the following vaccines for preteens and 

teens: 

• Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (Tdap)  

• Influenza (flu)  

• Human Papillomavirus (HPV) - three doses 

• Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MenACWY) 

 

Georgia Preteen Immunization Facts 

 

Georgia adolescents aged 13-17 years have an estimated vaccination coverage rate of 93% with ≥ 1 dose of Tdap 

vaccine, 96% for two or more doses of MMR, 94% for two or more doses of Varicella vaccine, and 75% for ≥ 1 dose 

of meningococcal vaccine. But only 65% of females and 41% of males have received ≥ 1 dose of HPV vaccine.  

 

Georgia Department of Public Health Immunization Regulations 

 

According to the Georgia Department of Public Health Regulations, all students born on or after January 1, 2002, 

entering or transferring into seventh grade and any “new entrant” into eighth through twelfth grades in Georgia need 

proof of an adolescent pertussis (whooping cough) booster vaccination (called “Tdap”) AND an adolescent 

meningococcal vaccination. This law affects all public and private schools including, but not limited to charter 

schools, private schools, community schools, juvenile court schools and other alternative school settings. 

 

The effect of many vaccine-preventable diseases would be diminished by widespread adolescent vaccination at 11 to 

12 years old, as recommended. Integrating routine vaccination of adolescents into normal adolescent health care now 

will also provide a framework for integration of future vaccines.  

 

 

 

 

 

For questions or concerns regarding this blastfax or any other immunization information, please contact the 

Chapter’s Immunization Coordinator, Mike Chaney at (404) 881-5094 or mchaney@gaaap.org 


